
4th Grade Lesson Plans 

Historical California People 

 
Social Studies, Language Arts & S.T.E.M. 

Objective 

Blooms Taxonomy 

 

Assessment 

State Standards 

Multiple Intelligence 

ESL Component 

  Daily Teaching/Anticipatory 

  STANDARDS 

Social Studies (California) English Language Arts (CCSS) 

CA.4.3. 

California: A Changing State: Students explain the 
economic, social, and political life in California from the 

establishment of the Bear Flag Republic through the 
Mexican American War, the Gold Rush, and the granting 

of statehood. 

 
RI 4:3 

 
Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a 

historical, scientific, or technical text, including what 
happened and why, based on specific information in the 

text. 

 
4.3.2. 

Compare how and why people traveled to California and the 
routes they traveled 

 

 

 
4.3.3. 

Analyze the effects of the Gold Rush on settlements, daily 
life, politics, and the physical environment 

 

 



 
Graphic Organizer to create a timeline of Rufus Burgess’ 
Life 

 
 
 
 

Materials Needed: 

Paper 

Graphic Organizer – "Timeline" 

Pen, Pencil 

 

Assessment: 
 

 Teacher will have a 
discussion with the students 
over their answers to their 
worksheets. 

 Students will make a map 
showing 

 
Compare and Contrast Flip Book 

The Journey of Rufus Burgess and the Journey of Rufus 

M. Burgess 

Materials Needed: 
 
Paper 
 
Pencil 

Assessment: 
 

 Students will research the 
method of transportation for 
each Rufus Burgess and Rufus 
M. Burgess 

 Students will research the 
time and distance for each 
journey 

 Teacher will discuss the 
benefits of traveling during 
the different seasons of the 
year 

 

1) Interactive Activities: 

https://www.usmint.gov/learn/kids/games/gold-

Materials Needed: 
           
Chromebook/Laptop/iPad 

Assessment: 
 

 Students will write down 
the challenges of obtaining 
gold during the Gold Rush 

 Teacher will observe 

OBJECTIVE: 

Students will begin to learn about an important historical figure in California’s history. Students will be able 

to identify the chronological order of Rufus Burgess’ life. 

 

Primary and Secondary   

Sources: 

*Photo of Rufus Burgess 
*Newspaper Article of 1852 

*Photo the Deed to Emmanuel 
Church 

*Photos of Unknown African 
*Americans in the Gold Rush 
*Burgess Descendants Book 

*Video of Rufus Burgess 

 

Daily Teaching 

Anticipatory 

                Set 
Teacher will give the 

objectives of the lesson 

and students will 

identify the various 

people during the Gold 

Rush, Teacher will 

display a map of the 

United States in front of 

the class. 

 

ESL Component 

 *Students will be asked to write down unfamiliar words as the 

teacher is reading the book. 

*Students will be given a word bank 

*Students will be given a prefilled graphic organizer. 

*Teacher will provide sentence stems for speaking 

*Students will summarize organize and the information every few 

pages 

*Teacher will ask question about the Gold Rush prior to the lesson. 

 

 

 

                                                ACTIVITIES 
 

https://www.usmint.gov/learn/kids/games/gold-rush


rush student’s behavior while 
participating in the 
interactive activity. 

 Teacher will discuss why 
gold is used for money. 

 
2) Vocabulary Activities: 

 

A. Put the vocabulary words on the board.  

B. Have one blank card available for each 

vocabulary word and break the student into four 

or five groups 

C. Divide up the cards between the groups and 

assign certain vocabulary words to each group. 

D. Have the students write down the words on one 

side and look up the definition in a dictionary or 

online. 

E. Have the students discuss the meanings and 

write the meanings on the back of the card. 

F. Call the groups together and have share their 

definitions. 

 

 
 
 
Materials Needed: 
 
 
Paper  
 
Pencil 

Assessment 
 

 Teacher will give a quiz for 
a group of vocabulary 
words from the book 

 Students will use some of 
the vocabulary words in 
sentences 

 Students will create a 
short story with using 
some of the vocabulary 
words 

 
 

1) Interactive Maps and Scavenger Hunt 
 
https://mrnussbaum.com/california-trail-sutters-fort 

https://mrnussbaum.com/california-trail-interactive-map 

https://mrnussbaum.com/westward-trails-interactive-map 

https://mrnussbaum.com/westward-trails-printable-

scavenger-hunt 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Materials Needed: 
 
Chromebook/Laptop/iPad 

Assessment: 
 

 Teacher will review the 
result of the interactive 
map upon student 
completion. 

 Teacher will review the 
printable of the scavenger 
hunt. 

 Students write down the 
pros and cons of each 
route westward. 

 

SCIENCE EXTENSIONS: Compare/contrast sources of energy. Discuss energy conservation techniques/recycling. 

*Standard:    4-ESS3-1. Obtain and combine information to describe that energy and fuels are derived from natural 

resources and their uses affect the environment. 

Resource: https://www.thetech.org/sites/default/files/simplicityelectricitylab_cookingwtsun.pdf 

Resource: https://ualr.edu/gifted/files/2016/03/lesson-7-modification-solar-oven-lesson-plan.pdf 

Resource: https://www.teachengineering.org/lessons/view/cub_environ_lesson09 

 

MATH EXTENSIONS: 1) Mathematically figure out the amount of money Rufus M. Burgess receive in 1865 for the sale of 

fruits. 2) Calculate the distance from Louisiana to California in miles. 3) Calculate the distance from Kentucky to 

Louisiana 

*Standard:   STEM.M. MATHEMATICS: National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM) 

NCTM.2. Algebra  

2.3. Use mathematical models to represent and understand quantitative relationships. 

https://www.usmint.gov/learn/kids/games/gold-rush
https://mrnussbaum.com/california-trail-sutters-fort
https://mrnussbaum.com/california-trail-interactive-map
https://mrnussbaum.com/westward-trails-interactive-map
https://mrnussbaum.com/westward-trails-printable-scavenger-hunt
https://mrnussbaum.com/westward-trails-printable-scavenger-hunt
https://www.thetech.org/sites/default/files/simplicityelectricitylab_cookingwtsun.pdf
https://ualr.edu/gifted/files/2016/03/lesson-7-modification-solar-oven-lesson-plan.pdf
https://www.teachengineering.org/lessons/view/cub_environ_lesson09


2.3.1. Model problem situations with objects and use representations such as graphs, tables, and equations to draw 

conclusions. 

Algebra (NCTM) 
Use mathematical models to represent and understand quantitative relationships. 
Model problem situations with objects and use representations such as graphs, tables, and equations to draw 
conclusions. 
 
Resource: 
https://newpathworksheets.com/math/grade-4/money-2 

 

TECHNOLOGY EXTENSION:  Compare the different routes early pioneers used to arrive in California during the Gold 

Rush 

RI 5, RI 7 Evaluate teacher‐selected or self‐selected Internet resources in terms of their usefulness for research  

RI 7 Use content specific technology tools (e.g. environmental probes, sensors, and measuring devices, simulations) to 

gather and analyze data.  

RI 6, RI 7, RI 9 Use Web 2.0 tools (e.g. online discussions, blogs and wikis) to gather and share information 

 

GEOGRAPHY EXTENSIONS: Using an U.S. state map have students why Independence, Missouri was important during 

the Gold Rush. 

Resources: 

https://newpathworksheets.com/social-studies/grade-5/map-skills-1/california-standards. 

 

LANGUAGE ARTS EXTENSIONS: Have students discuss whether it is worth getting a reduced yield or paying more for 

energy in order to protect the environment. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of using fossil fuels and other 

energy sources to supply energy. Have students write an essay on a current issue such as “Solar Energy”, “The Depletion 

of the Rain Forests”, or “The Greenhouse Effect”. 

https://newpathworksheets.com/english-language-arts/grade-4/graphic-organizers/california-standards 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES EXTENSION: Discuss the impact that coal mining has on the people of the Midwest (jobs, mine 

subsidence, damage to the ecosystem, etc.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://newpathworksheets.com/math/grade-4/money-2


       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


