
 October 24, 20201 
 Dear Prospective Sponsor: 

 Rufus  Burgess,  our  great  great  grandfather,  was  one  of  many  African  Americans  brought  to 
 California  during  the  Gold  Rush  era  as  a  slave.  However,  after  arriving  in  California  and  the  state  joining 
 the  Compromise  of  1849,  our  grandfather's  fate  would  soon  change.  He  experienced  freedom  from 
 slavery  and  chose  to  exercise  his  indelible  right  to  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness.  Rufus  would 
 never  forget  being  enslaved,  but  he  embraced  the  new  opportunities  as  one  of  California’s  pioneers, 
 which was far away from his past tribulations. 

 Recently,  we  have  experienced  an  unprecedented  emergence  of  information  about  California's  rich 
 history.  Much  of  that  history  pertains  to  the  African  American  experience  and  their  collective 
 contributions  that  helped  shape  California,  which  many  of  us  enjoy  today!  I 
 felt  so  moved  to  share  this  new  found  history  that  connects  my  family  to 
 California  in  the  form  of  a  children's  book  that  I  authored  by  the  title  of 
 “GOLD  RUSH  Burgess  Descendants.”  We  are  currently  raising  seed  money  to 
 get  started  and  are  turning  to  friends  and  partners,  like  you,  to  do  so  in  the 
 form of a sponsorship or donation. 

 We  have  started  small.  However,  we  plan  to  seek  the  guidance  of  the  best, 
 brightest,  and  most  talented  community  leaders  to  set  goals  and  benchmarks 
 as we progress toward a permanent public museum in  Old Town Sacramento. 

 I have taken the initial steps of creating a 501(c)3 organization to assist in 
 the research, compilation, and communication of  African Americans' role in California's history  .  These 
 stories of courage, resourcefulness, tenacity, resilience, and entrepreneurship will help to establish a 
 sense of belonging and pride to generations of African American and Black Indigenous People of color 
 (BIPOC) families across the United States. 

 To  become  a  sponsor  or  send  your  most  generous  contribution,  a  Sponsorship/Donation  form  has 
 been enclosed to let us know the manner in which  you wish to give. 

 Thanks for your time, consideration and support, 

 Jonathan Burgess 

 If your accounting staff has any questions, please call Aaron Chatfield, CPA at 
 Berg & Chatfield. He can be reached at (530) 864-7889. 

 If you have any questions about why and how we will accomplish our great goal 
 please call me personally at 916) 296-3645.  Thank you for your time and 
 consideration. 

 CA State Charity Registration Number is 4696925 

 EIN is 86-2373587 
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